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impartial pen? Louis XV would have subscribed
to it, Mme de Pompadour would have added a
few words of tenderness and gratitude; the whole of
France would have discerned in it the ring of
perfect sincerity.

De Croy's memoirs remain an inexhaustible well
where the historian always recognizes a good faith
as denuded of flattery as of systematic slandering.
About 1749 this shrewd and intelligent man
appeared at court; he was well able to take part
in the king's trips and to be invited to suppers and
private theatricals; he took countless steps to court
favours, and went ahead without platitude or
servility. Admitted to Louis XV* s friendship, he
set down his impressions every day, faithfully
registering what he had seen and heard, showing
no astonishment at the changes of humour of
which he was at times the victim, and accepting the
whims of the great, and adapting himself to them.

Thus on 3rd April 1750 de Croy went off to
FErmitage at Versailles, the Marquise de Pom-
padour's property, lying between the present Rue
Maurepas and the Trianon.

"We had a bite," he writes, "with the king and
Mme de Pompadour, who always dined there on
hunting days. The king seemed to me to be just
as much in love as ever, and displayed it openly.
We saw all the beautiful flowers of die household,
and the rare plants, including a Sensitive Plant in
flower, and all this pretty place which," he adds,
"Mme de Pompadour's influence has paid for, is
always being added to,"